PRISM SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY-revised May 30, 2016
Criteria for Awarding a PRISM Scholarship:

A.  Acceptance into the graduate program

For a student to be eligible, they must have been accepted by CGSR as a fully-qualified graduate student into the graduate program of a University of Saskatchewan Department. The student must be accepted into a graduate program prior to the deadline for taking up the award (September 1, in the year of the application).
B.  Supervisors and commitment of financial support

The student must be either:

Co-supervised by two supervisors, both of whom must be PRISM members 

OR

Supervised by one main supervisor, and also by a strong collaborator, both of whom must be PRISM members.

Both co-supervisors (or supervisor and strong collaborator) must agree to provide equal financial support necessary to complete the graduate program.  

The total amount of the scholarship that the student will receive must meet or exceed $20,000 per year.  

The PRISM scholarship will provide:

$10,000 per year (50%) for each of two years

Supervisor One




  $5,000 per year (25%)

Supervisor Two (or strong collaborator)

  $5,000 per year (25%)

The student may not also hold a major salary award from another source (e.g. CIHR, NSERC, College of Medicine), concurrently with a PRISM scholarship, but may receive devolved scholarship funds from home Department(s).  These devolved funds may be used to reduce (in equal parts) the contributions provided by the two supervisors.  The contribution of $10,000 per year from the PRISM scholarship will remain the same.

C.  Number of years of eligibility and time in program

1.
M.Sc. Students – Must be less than three years in program at the time of application.


2.
Ph.D. Students - Must be less than three years in Ph.D. program at the time of application.

3.
M.Sc. transferred to Ph.D. Scholarships - maximum 5 years total in graduate program at the time of application.  Students are eligible to apply for a total of two PRISM scholarships, each for 2 years during their graduate program.

D.  Academic standing

1.
Applicants holding degrees from Canadian or U.S. universities:

M.Sc. students - A GPA of 75% (or equivalent) over the final 60 cu of undergraduate study is required. A student not meeting this academic requirement, but who achieves an 80% average or better in at least 3 cu of 800-level coursework during the first year of M.Sc. study, will be considered to have met the academic requirement for a PRISM scholarship in their second year of study. 
Ph.D. students -
Marks of M.Sc. study.  A GPA of 75% (or equivalent) is required.

M.Sc. students who transferred to a Ph.D. program - Eligibility during the M.Sc. and Ph.D. portions of the program are the same as described above. 


2.
Graduates of educational systems outside Canada and the U.S.:

The academic standing of these students can be difficult to evaluate and equate to North American standards.  Therefore, new students will be considered for the PRISM scholarship only after they have taken at least one course at the University of Saskatchewan and attained mark(s) of at least 75% and their GPA from home Institution is 75% or higher.

E. Satisfactory progress in research 
In order for students already enrolled in the graduate program at the U of S to receive a PRISM scholarship, satisfactory progress in their course work and research is required.  Since the advisory committee is in the best position to evaluate this, all advisory committees must make a recommendation at the annual advisory committee meeting as to whether the student has met this requirement.  The decision, by vote if necessary, will be documented in the minutes of the meeting and used in the decision to award a scholarship.  Similar requirements will apply for the student to be eligible to receive the second installment of his/her PRISM scholarship.

Note - for obvious reasons, new students will not have to meet this requirement. 
Please forward the applications to Ms. Doreen Stumborg at Doreen.stumborg@usask.ca 
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