
U G M E  T E A C H I N G  T I P S

Get Innovative

Students learn best when they are engaged in the learning activity.  
For some, this is attending a lecture, taking notes, and going back over those 
notes to study. For others, a lecture where they sit, listen, and take notes 
does not meet their learning needs. Lectures remain a part of current  
medical education. So, how can you make listening to and learning from 
lecture time more meaningful for your students?
 

Break up lecture content with mini learning games or activities.  The students have attention 
spans about 15-20 minutes for their lectures but are sometimes sitting in lectures for four hours. 
Chunk the content of your presentation into 15 minute segments and then have students engage 
in an activity that uses the knowledge from that portion of the lectures. Learn more about active 
learning strategies here:

If you want to try something other than a standard PowerPoint 
presentation for your lecture, there are many options:

Practice clinical decision making (CDM) questions with the group.  These questions help the 
students to apply the factual information they are learning in the lecture to a clinically relevant 
scenario. These scenarios help the students understand WHY they are learning the material.  
When information is relevant to them, they will be more engaged in the learning.

Turning the class into more active learning and putting the lecture portion outside of the 
classroom is known as flipping the classroom.

https://wiki.usask.ca/display/db/Active+Learning

Students get most excited about a course when they see how what they’re learning is 
relevant to their future goals

The “Flipping the College Classroom” podcast series, has a number of great ideas that can 
help you get started

Physical exercise can increase student engagement

Flipped Classroom, Medical Education

Flipped teaching, USask

https://wiki.usask.ca/display/db/Active+Learning
http://bit.ly/2SZ3QcA
https://blog.cengage.com/flipping-college-classroom-guide/
https://blog.cengage.com/exercise-engage-students-no-whistle-needed/
https://wiki.usask.ca/display/db/Flipped+Classroom
https://teaching.usask.ca/articles/flipped-teaching.php
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(Thanks to Dr. Eddie Rooke, Division of Social Accountability, for this information).

When you do use a PowerPoint presentation, allow your presentation to complement the material you 
deliver. The slides should not be the script you follow. Instead, use the slides to highlight key 
points. Use photos, illustrations, or videos to bring meaning to the content you are sharing. Use vivid 
examples, clinical descriptions of the lecture content, and real case scenarios to show the students the 
real-world application of the content. 

Help is available! There are many resources within the College and University and some online.

Attend a faculty development session or request an individual consultation about innovative 
teaching options – phone (306) 966-5171 or go to Faculty Development

The Gwenna Moss Centre for Teaching and Learning

A list of practical tips for creating an engaging lecture

FOAM

Making Lectures More Meaningful to Students

Learn more about effective Graphing Tools

Learn more about how to use Visual Scripts

If you are doing something “out of the ordinary” please 
notify the A/V support team ahead of time so they can plan 
for any extra support.

https://medicine.usask.ca/department/schools-divisions/faculty-development.php
http://bit.ly/2GwNLcJ
http://bit.ly/2PUD1EJ
http://bit.ly/2Bx5Txz
https://wiki.usask.ca/display/db/Graphing+Tools
https://wiki.usask.ca/display/db/Begin+by+Using+Illness+Scripts
http://www.medicine.usask.ca/academic-units/support-units/itu/
https://litfl.com/foam-free-open-access-medical-education/

