
 

 As we gather here today, we acknowledge we are on Treaty 6 Territory and the 

Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect to the First Nations and Métis ancestors 

of this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another. 

Program 

 

 

 

Graduation 
 

Banquet and Awards 
Ceremony 

 

 Thursday, June 5, 2025  

Prairieland Park, Saskatoon 
 

Doors Open @ 5pm 
Program Begins @ 6:15pm 
Banquet Begins @ 6:30pm 

Awards Ceremony Begins @ 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

MD Class of 2025 



 

 As we gather here today, we acknowledge we are on Treaty 6 Territory and the 

Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect to the First Nations and Métis ancestors 

of this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another. 

Program 

Elder/Indigenous Greeting  
Elder Leo Yahyahkeekoot 
 
Masters of Ceremonies  
Drs. Alexander Waslen and Lauren Fraess 
 
MD Class of 2025 Co-Chairs Address 
Drs. Mackenzie MacAuley and Karmen Simonson 
 
Dean’s Address to Graduates  
Dr. Sarah Forgie, Dean, College of Medicine  
 
Presentation of Teaching Awards as selected by the MD Class of 2025  
 
Presentation of Academic Awards  
Dr. Meredith McKague, Associate Dean, Undergraduate Medical Education  
 
Alumni and Community Program Speech  
Dr. Terry Zlipko, Co-Chair, Community Advisory Committee 
 
Presentation of the Spirit of the Class Award 
Dr. Terry Zlipko, Co-Chair, Community Advisory Committee 
 
Presentation of the Senior Stick  
Drs. Mackenzie MacAuley and Karmen Simonson 
 
Toast to the Families  
Dr. Erin White 
 
Toast to the Faculty  
Dr. Richard Williams 
 
Student Keynote Address   
Dr. Zoher Rafid-Hamed 
 
Closing Remarks  
Drs. Alexander Waslen and Lauren Fraess 
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Abdirahim Absher Roya Emadi Mackenzie MacAuley Mah Rukh 

Ameer Abusada Jessica Fisher Aafia Maqsood Alicja Rutkowski 

Aleya Anderson Lucas Fisher Austin McGrath Yousef Abdelkhalek Saber Omar 

Gabriella Antaya Emma Foreman Abby Miller Huzaifa Saeed 

Candelaria Aristizabal Londono Lauren Fraess Navona Muo Avani Saxena 

Mohammed Armanazi Jenna Francisco Sydney Murray Evan Seebach 

Reyad Arwini Danielle Gaultois Minhal Mussawar Anya Sigurdson 

Faizah Janan Ashique Iris Geldenhuys Kamran Nasir Rachel Silverberg 

Lindsay Balezantis Mimi Girard Jae Newton Olena Simko 

Abigail Barker Samuel Girgis Emiola Ogunjimi Karmen Simonson 

Maricris Bautista Thomas Goldade Moyin-Oluwa Onasanya Zainab Sultan 

Graham Beresh Flinn Herriot Alyx Orieux Azasma Tanvir 

Stephanie Bigsby Mujtaba Ibrahim Monica Ouellet Natalie Tilbury 

Samuel Boctor Cassidy Jones Hope Packet Erin Tilk 

Rachel Cey Sergey Kens Evan Parchomchuk Andrew Ujvary 

Chantal Chabot Bardia Khun Jush John Perverseff Mikaela Vancoughnett 

Kayla Cropper Raina Kim Carl Pinter Adam Wandzura 

Jamie Cundal Ryan Krochak Arghya Podder Mark Wang 

Namrata Das Erica Ladham Zoher Rafid-Hamed Shayyan Wasim 

Taylor Dennison Devin Laubscher Retaj Ramadan Alexander Waslen 

Ravdip Dhaliwal Jadyn Lennea Noaah Reaume Brock Weston 

Claire DuVal Susan Liu Kalea Rempel Erin White 

Cole Elaschuk Thomas Lowe Luke Ruchotzke Meghan Wiens 

   
Richard Williams 



 

 

Teaching Awards 

Prince Albert Resident Teaching Award 

Prince Albert Faculty Teaching Award 

SLIC Faculty Teaching Award 

Saskatoon Resident Teaching Award 

Saskatoon Faculty Teaching Award 

Regina Resident Teaching Award 

Regina Faculty Teaching Award 

 

 

 



 

 

MD Graduate Awards 

Lawren ce and Penny Clein  Scholarship  in Pal l iat ive Care   
In  recog nit io n o f  a  fo urth-year  undergrad uate medica l  student w ho  has 
demo nstrated the potent ial  and the interest  to  pursue a career  in  or  
re lated to  pal l iat ive  care.   

 
Drs.  Shashi and Pravesh Sur i  Award   
Drs.  Sha shi  and Pravesh Sur i  e stabl i shed t his  award to  show the ir  
apprec iat io n o f  the  Univers i ty  o f  Saskatch ewan medica l  schoo l,  and 
promo te academic  excel lence.  This  is  awarded to  the to p gradu at ing  
student  who wi l l  be  pursuing  res idency  tra ining  in  anesthes ia  or  fami ly  
medic ine.  

 
Professor Popkin Pr ize in  Obstetr ics and Gynecology   
This prize  i s  awarde d to  the f in al  year  me dical  student  who,  dur ing  the 
c l inica l  c lerkship,  d emonstrate d super ior i ty  in  the  acquis i t ion o f  
knowledge,  sk i l l s ,  va lues and att i tudes th at  phys ic ians  require to  
prov ide repro duct ive  heal th  ca re.   

 
The Artemis Award  
Awarded to  the stu dent who  h as shown the greatest  interest  in  
pursuing  a  career in  Obstetr ics  and Gynecology.  I t  recognizes  pa ssio n,  
and ded icat ion to  a dvancing  women's hea l th.   

 
Dr.  Rob ert  G. Murray Undergraduate Award in  Medic ine   
This award establ i s hed in  memory  of  Dr.  Robert  G.  Murray,  form er Dean 
of  the Co l lege of  M edic ine,  i s  to  prov ide f inancia l  su ppo rt  to  an  
undergraduate student  who  ha s complete d their  Grade 12  educat ion in 
the prov ince o f  Sas katchewan and who in tends to  establ i sh  a  fam i ly  
pract ice  in  the prov ince.   
 

Dr.  Er ic  Lepp Memorial Award in  Med ic ine  
Dr.  Er ic  L epp was a  nuc lear me dic ine spec ia l i st ,  pract ic ing in Re gina 
who  was  trag ica l ly  k i l led in a  t raff ic  acc id ent in 1990 .  In  his  ho nour,  
th is  awa rd i s  presen ted annua l ly  to  the st udent rece iv ing the h ighest 
mark  on the interna l  medic ine  ro tat io n du r ing  the c l inical  c lerkship 
year.   

 
 
 
 



 

 

MD Graduate Awards 

Dr.  J .  W. Gerrard Pr ize in  Cl in ical Pediatr ics   
In  ho nour  of  Dr.  J.  W. Gerrard’s  l i felo ng co mmitment  to  the care  o f  
chi ldren and to  excel lence in  c l inica l  pedi atr ics,  the Department  of  
Pediatr ic s awards  a  pr ize  to  th e mo st  dist inguished graduating  student 
in  c l inica l  pediatr ic s.   

 
The Dr.  Kar l  E. Ob erdieck Pr ize   
The pr ize i s  g iven to  the stude nt  who atta ins  the second-highest  mark 
in  the c l in ica l  compo nent of  th e psychiatr y rotat ion dur ing the 
c lerkship  year.   

 
Dr.  Beatt ie Award in  Psychiatry   
An award has been establ i shed  in memory  of  Dr.  Beatt ie ,  a  pro m inent  
psychiatr i st  in Regi na for  many  years .  Thi s  award wil l  be presented 
annual ly  to  a  medica l  student who  has co mpleted th e psychiatr y 
port ion o f  thei r  c l in ical  c lerksh ip in Regina.  

 
Emergency Medic ine Book Pr ize   
Two  ann ual  pr izes,  one to  a  stu dent at  th e Regina s ite  and o ne to  a 
student  in  Saskatoo n,  with the to p c l in ica l  performa nce on thei r  
emergency  medic in e  ro tat io n.   

 
Drs.  Epstein and Schnurr Award in Integrat ive Medic ine   
This award,  in  ho no ur  of  Dr.  Michael  E pste in and Dr.  Jo e Schnurr,  i s  
prov ided to  a  graduat ing  stude nt  in recog nit ion o f  d emonstrate d 
mot ivat io n,  in i t iat ive and achi evement  in  the area o f  integrat ive  
medic ine.   
 

Mark Cohen Ophthalmology Undergraduate Pr ize  in Medic ine   
Dr.  Mark  Co hen i s  a  pract ic ing  ophtha lmo logist  and Pres ident o f  L asik  
MD Montrea l .  He do nated th is  award to  t he student  who,  in the 
opinion of  the Depa rtment of  Ophthalmo logy,  w i l l  m ake an o utstanding 
c l inic ian and who w i l l  secure a nd accept a  res idency  train ing po s it io n 
in  Ophtha lmo lo gy at  a  Canadia n univers it y.   
 

Saskatc hewan Psychiatr ic  Associat ion Award   
Awarded to  the stu dent with  t he to p acad emic achievement in t he 
psychiatry  rotat ion.  

 
 
 



 

 

MD Graduate Awards 

Isabelle  and Emm ett  Hall  Scholarship   
This award i s  cons idered for th e f ive students with th e h ighest marks 
on the m usculo skeleta l  sect io n  of  the f ina l  systems examinat ion  and 
produc in g the best  essay re lated to  a  pro blem related to  Orthop edic  
surger y.  

 
Physica l  Medic ine and Rehabil itat ion Pr ize  
This prize  i s  sponsored by  the Roya l  Univers ity  Ho sp i ta l  Foundatio n and 
i s  presen ted to  the f ina l  year  student who  has shown outstandi ng 
academi c achievement  and c l in ical  performance in p hys ica l  and 
rehabi l i tat ive  medi c ine.   

 
Professors’ Pr ize in Surgery   
This prize  i s  given by  the profe ssors in th e Department o f  Surgery  to  
the grad uat ing student  who ha s shown the greatest  promise  as a  future 
c l inica l  s urgeon.  T he pr ize  i s  awarded o n the basis  o f  exce l lence  in  
c l inica l  p erformanc e and the o ral  examinat io n.   

 
Dr.  Walter J .  Hader Scholarship in  Medic ine   
Thro ugh  the generous  donat io n of  Dr.  Wa lter  J .  Hader,  th is  awa rd i s  
granted to  a  studen t in the gra duat ing  c la ss,  who ha s  matched i n 
phys ical  medic ine a nd rehabi l i tat ion.   

 
Saskatoon Plainsm en Club Award in Family Medic ine 
The P lai nsmen C lub i s  a  non-prof it  group made up of  loca l  
representat ives fro m many inn ovat ive pha rmaceut ica l  companie s  
current ly  operat ing  in  the  nort hern Saskatchewan te rr i tor y.  Thi s  award 
i s  grante d to  a  four th-year stu dent  who i s  f rom, as  wel l  as  inten ds to  
establ i sh  a fami ly  m edic ine practice  in the prov ince o f  Saskatchewan.  

 
Dr.  G.  Ernest McBrien Award   

In  memo r y o f  her brother,  Mrs .  Madelene Smith has  do nated th e Ernest  
McBr ien  Award in Fami ly  Medic ine to  the medica l  stu dent(s)  w i th the 
h ighest standing in  family  med ic ine and w ho plans to  pursue a  career 
in  family  medic ine.   

 
 
 
 



 

 

MD Graduate Awards 

Dr.  Vern on and Mrs.  Christ ine Hoeppner  Award for  Excel lence in 
Internal Medic ine   
This award establ i s hed by Dr.  Rob Bas i  recognizes  one student  w ith  the 
best  co m bined grad es  in Intern al  Medic in e I I ,  I I I ,  IV  and the 
Fo undat io ns I ,  I I ,  I I I  mo dules  w ho matche d to a USas k interna l  
medic ine res idency.  

 
The Dep artment of Pediatr ics  Pr ize   
This award i s  presented to  the  student wi th the best  overal l  
perform ance in the pediatr ic  rotat ion.   

 
The Reuben Brant  Scholarsh ip in  Med ic ine – Academic  
Achievement in  Year 4   
A beque st  f rom the estate  of  Reuben Brant ,  th is  awa rd i s  g iven to  the 
student  in  the grad uat ing  c lass  with the h ighest average in  Year  4 .  

 
Dr.  Vince Matthews Pr ize  in  Community Health and 
Epidem iology   
This prize  i s  in hono ur of  Dr.  Matthews,  P rofessor  an d Departm ent 
Head of  Soc ia l  and Preventive  Medic ine  ( now Community Heal th  and 
Epidemiology) .  H is d ist inguish ed career in  publ ic  ser v ice  inc lud ed 
being  Act ing Deput y Minister  o f  Hea l th in  1962 when  Medicare was 
introduc ed in Saskatchewan.  D r.  Matthews ret ired in  1987 and p assed 
away in 1988.   

 
Dr.  Hugh MacLean  Pr ize and Si lver Medal in  Surgery   
Dr.  J .B .  R i tchie ,  assoc iated fo r many years  with  the late  Dr.  MacL ean in  
the prac t ice o f  surg ery in  Regi na,  has  do nated th is  award to the  
student  who shows the h ighest  pro f ic ienc y in surger y.   

 
MacLeod Si lver Medal   
Dr.  Wend el l  MacLeo d was the second Dea n of  Medic i ne at  the  
Univers i ty  o f  Saskatchewan fro m 1952 to  1961.  In  hi s  ho no ur,  a  s i lver  
medal  i s  awarded to  a student  who se scho last ic  work  and 
ex tracurr icular  ac t iv it ies are  o utstanding.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

MD Graduate Awards 

Henry and Cheryl  Kloppenburg Pr ize in Psychiatry  
The Henr y and Cher y l  K lo ppen burg Pr ize  i s  awarded to  the stud ent  
rank ing  h ighest in t he psychiatry  ro tat io n  in  the c ler kship  year.  I t  
reco gnizes the K lop penburgs '  long-standi ng interest  in  suppo rt i ng the 
pursuit  o f  excel lenc e in psychi atr ic  care.   

 
Drs.  Ivan Jen and Suzanne Yip Award  
This award,  do nate d by  Drs.  Yi p  and Jen,  i s  presented  annual ly  to  the 
graduati ng student  with  the h i ghest  average in al l  th e co urses re lat ing  
to  student/pat ient interact ion and the re f inement  of  bas ic  c l in ica l  
sk i l ls .  
 

Hil l iard Si lver Medal and Department of Medic ine Pr ize   
In  ho nour  of  the f irst  professo r  of  medic ine  at  the U niversi ty  of  
Saskatch ewan,  the H i l l ia rd Me dal  i s  award ed to  a  gra duat ing stu dent  
on the b as is  o f  exce l lent  perfo rmance in c l in ical  medic ine and systems.   

 
The Reuben Brant  Scholarsh ip in  Med ic ine – Overal l  Academic 
Achievement   
A beque st  f rom the estate  of  Reuben Brant ,  th is  awa rd i s  g iven to  the 
student  in  the grad uat ing  c lass  with the most o utsta nding overa l l  
academi c achievement  in  the four years  o f  undergraduate  medical  
educatio n.    

 
L indsay Gold Medal   
This award,  in  ho no ur  of  Dr.  W.  Stewart L indsay,  f irst  professo r  of  
patho lo gy  and f irst  Dean of  th e  Schoo l  of  Medica l  Sc iences,  goe s  to  the 
graduati ng student  with  the most  outstan ding academic  achievement  in  
each year  of  train in g in the  Co l lege of  Me dic ine 

 
Spir it  o f the Class  
The f i rst  Co l lege of  Medic ine  A lumni Assoc iat io n  
“Spir it  o f  the  C lass”  award was presented in 1985.  T he award fu lf i l l s  
the  Alum ni  Associat ion’s wish to  ho no ur t he graduat ing  c lass  an d 
part icu lar ly  the  member o f  the  c lass  who  epi tomized the “Spir it  of  the 
C lass”  dur ing the fo ur  years  o f  medic ine.  

 
Senior St ick  
The Senior  St ick sha l l  be  award ed to  a  gra duat ing student that has 
made a  s ignif icant contr ibut io n to  the soc ia l  dynamic  of  their  c lass and 
supporte d the deve lo pment  o f  a  st rong c l ass  bond.   



 

Thank you to friends and family for helping celebrate the  
MD Class of 2025. 

MD Graduate Awards 

 
 
 

 

 

Undergraduate Medical Education (UGME) Office 

Saskatchewan Health Authority 

College of Physicians and Surgeons of Saskatchewan 

Saskatchewan Medical Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information, visit  
medicine.usask.ca/md-grad.php 

The MD Class of 2025 graciously  

thanks their supporters. 
 


