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Researcher Spotlight: New Provincial Partnership to

Transform Neurodivergent Care in Saskatchewan

Dr. Ghita Wiebe, In addition to her clinical role,
Department of Pediatrics she serves as Division Head of
was recently awarded the Developmental Pediatrics in
SHRF Align Grant ($10K) Saskatchewan, Physician Lead
to establish a Provincial for the Provincial Autism
Neurodivergent Advocacy Strategy and Preschool
Partnership (PNAP), a Diagnostic Fetal Alcohol
community-led _ Spectrum Disorder teams, and
collaboration that will Assistant Professor in the
reshape how care is Department of Pediatrics at
delivered for Autistic and the University of
Neurodivergent Saskatchewan. There are 19
individuals in Co-Investigators including
Saskatchewan. Dr. Autistic youth, health
\Ig\ggit;etlr i?iaDne\a/?Ehpem:IC;cr?l researchers, clinicians,
educators, nonprofit leaders,

Buckwold Child . and caregivers with lived
Development Program, is .
experience.

leading this initiative.

Medical student, Julianna Sparks has also been instrumental in supporting this and related projects under Dr.
Wiebe’s supervision. The project is further strengthened by the backing of seven key provincial and national
supporters, including Autism Alliance of Canada, Dept of Pediatrics USask, SHA Maternal & Children’s Programs,
Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools, Autism Services of Saskatoon, Children North Early Childhood Intervention
Program, and Saskatchewan Prevention Institute. Together, this team is establishing the first-of-its-kind initiative to
co-create Neurodiversity-affirming care, informed by those with lived experience and aligned with Canada’s national
autism strategy. Autism is one of the most common neurodevelopmental conditions, affecting approximately 1 in 31
children.
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In Saskatchewan, over 3,000 children are currently on waitlists for autism diagnosis who are often facing
delays that compound medical and mental health challenges. Despite high rates of co-occurring health
needs, current healthcare systems too often exclude the perspectives of Neurodivergent individuals, leading
to misdiagnosis, caregiver burnout, and poor outcomes.

PNAP aims to change that. PNAP will center the voices of those with lived and living experience in the
design of healthcare systems. Through community-based participatory research and inclusive engagement
practices, the project will define what neurodiversity-affirming healthcare should look like in Saskatchewan.
This initiative is not only about improving care, but it emphasizes the need for equity, dignity, and system
transformation. By drawing on human-centered design and national patient engagement principles, the
team will co-develop indicators, advocacy tools, and knowledge-sharing resources that reflect the real
priorities and values of the Neurodivergent community.

PNAP aligns closely with Canada’s Federal Framework for Autism and strengthens Saskatchewan'’s
connections to the National Autism Network. The project will contribute to national priorities such as
improved screening and diagnosis, economic inclusion, and public understanding of autism. PNAP is
designed to ensure that Saskatchewan voices shape national policy, not just react to it.

The SHRF Align grant will fund the establishment of a governance model co-led by community members,
develop Saskatchewan-specific calls to action, and launch a public-facing website to share its work. The
team will also begin mapping out ND-affirming care indicators, with input from caregivers, Autistic
individuals, healthcare providers, and system leaders.

Future phases will include the co-creation of implementation toolkits, advocacy briefs, and a roadmap for
healthcare transformation.

By placing lived experience at the center of system design, PNAP will lay the groundwork for more inclusive,
compassionate, and effective care. It will also build lasting infrastructure for collaboration across health,
education, and social sectors which in turn will support sustained transformation well beyond the life of this
project.

In a province where thousands of families are waiting for answers, PNAP offers a bold and necessary
reimagining of what healthcare can and should be for Autistic and Neurodivergent individuals.

Dr. Ghita Wiebe would like to acknowledge her team members:

Co-Investigators:

Dr. Sarah Tehseen, Ms. Desirea Binning, Ms. Karen Olryd, April Griffin, Ms. Haylie Lashta, Bud Spencer, Brad
Lawlor, Dr. Gurpreet Binepal, Trinity Lafferty, Ms. Vanessa Bourlon, Ms. Glenda Dmyterko, Ms. Linnea
Dmyterko, Ms. Emily MacIntosh, Dr Stacey Lovo, Ms. Catherine Currie, Dr. Faly Golshan PhD, Ms. Lori
Mulholland, Dr. Natalie Houser, and Dr. Wendie Marks.

Trainee: Ms. Julianna Sparks, 1st Year Medical Student USask

Supporters:

Ms. Kim Woycik, Executive Director, Maternal and Children's Programs, SHA / Regina

Dr. Terry Klassen, Unified Provincial Department Head Pediatrics, USask

Ms. Megan Clark, Research and Evaluation Specialist, Saskatchewan Prevention Institute

Ms. Lynn Latta, ED Autism Services of Saskatoon

Ms. Daina Lapworth, ED, Children North Early Child Intervention Program / La Ronge

Ms. Rosalie Roesch, Coordinator-Learning and Student Services, Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools
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New Additions to Pediatric Research!

Ally Farrel joins the Department of Pediatrics in the brand-new role of Pediatric
Patient Engagement Navigator

What is your education and work background, and how did this support
your new position?

I hold a Master’s degree in Biochemistry and Medical Genetics from the University of
Manitoba, with a research focus in ovarian cancer. While I originally planned to pursue
an academic research path, I discovered the field of patient engagement and was
drawn to its unique intersection of research, care, and lived experience.

Through outreach efforts with Ovarian Cancer Canada, I helped organize virtual
research symposiums in Manitoba, which led to a contract role following graduate
studies supporting national research projects, internal grant competitions, and co-
leading the organization’s national patient partner program. These experiences shaped
my collaborative, patient-informed approach and reinforced the importance of
integrating lived experience into research.

What excites you about supporting pediatric research?

Pediatric research offers a unique opportunity to partner with children and families in
ways that are direct, honest, and impactful. I'm excited to see how their lived
experiences can shape research priorities and improve care here in Saskatchewan.
Coming from a more niche research background, I also appreciate the interdisciplinary
nature of pediatrics. It opens the door to a wider range of questions, collaborations,
and opportunities to support projects that have real-world impact across the province.

What does your new role consist of?

My position is jointly supported by the Department of Pediatrics and the Saskatchewan
Centre for Patient-Oriented Research (SCPOR) and focuses on developing a provincial
pediatric patient and family engagement program for research.

Continued on Page 4
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For more information about
The Department of
Pediatrics Research,
SPRING, or to contribute
content to the Department
of Pediatrics Research
Report, please contact:

Tova Dybvig, Department of
Pediatrics

Email: tova.dybvig@usask.ca

We acknowledge that we live
and work on Treaty 6
Territory and the Homeland
of the Métis. We pay our
respect to the First Nations
and Métis ancestors of this
place and reaffirm our
relationship with one
another.

Our Partners

Jim Pattison Children’s Hospital Foundation is
dedicated to raising funds to enhance maternal
i ATTISON and children’s health-care in Saskatchewan. As
CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL the provincial leader in supporting pediatric
FOURBATION and maternal health research, the Foundation
plays a key role in driving innovative research
opportunities across the province.

The Children’s Health Research Trust Fund
(CHRTF) was established in 1983 to help raise
funds to support child health research at the
University of Saskatchewan. As all donated
funds are endowed, the CHRTF has continued
to grow to become an important part in helping
advance research in the Department of
Pediatrics. For further information about the
CHRTF and to donate: donate.usask.ca/online/

chrtf.php
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PAST & PRESENT PEDIATRIC
PATIENTS AND THE FOLKS THAT
SUPPORT THEM
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The Department of Pediatrics is developing a new Patient & Family
Partner Program and invites individuals with lived experience (e.g.,
patients, caregivers) to join us in shaping the future of Pediatric
health research and care. This volunteer-based initiative will be
established in the coming months, and we are seeking expressions
of interest from individuals living in Saskatchewan.

1.8.0.2.0.0.90.90.0.0.0.0.900.0.0008.08.0.0.0.1

As a Patient or Family Partner, you may have the opportunity to:

i ©& &

i

Help Us
Crack

the Case!

REWARD
Helping to Shape
Pediairic Care and

Collaborate Participate in Co-design and facilitate Research In
on research committees and training sessions and Saskatchewan
projects special projects workshops

1. 8.2.0.0.9.0.0.0.9.0.0.8.0.0.0.0.9.
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To express your interest, scan the
QR code here or you can request an
expression of interest form via email
by contacting ally farell@usask ca

Welcome Ally!

This includes building a
network of patient and
family partners, providing
training for both partners
and researchers, and
supporting the integration
of engagement across the
research lifecycle—from
project design and grant
writing to recruitment and
knowledge translation.

While patient engagement
is becoming more common
in some areas of health
research, it's still emerging
in pediatrics and existing
frameworks are based on
larger centers such as
those in Ontario. My goal is
to collaborate with national
networks while adapting
engagement strategies to
reflect the realities of
prairie communities,
contexts that remain
underrepresented in
current frameworks. As we
embed patient engagement
into pediatric research, we
lay the groundwork for
more relevant, effective,
and community-informed
healthcare solutions that
reflect the unique needs of
Saskatchewan’s  children
and families.

If you would like to learn more about the patient partner program or

connect please contact Ally at ally.farrell@usask.ca
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Pediatric Patient Partner Corner: A Voice for Neurodivergent Families

We are excited to showcase a new section of our Pediatric
Research Newsletter. Our fist shoutout goes to Ms. Desirea
Binning. Desirea brings both professional expertise and lived
experience to her patient partner role. A former special
education teacher with over 15 years in the field, and a parent
to two autistic children, she holds a Master’s in Educational
Psychology and Special Education. Her journey as a patient
partner began nearly two years ago when she joined the
Provincial Autism Strategy’'s ECHO HUB team as a Parent
Advocate.

What excites her most about pediatric research is the
opportunity to help shape more inclusive, neuroaffirming
systems of care.

She also champions this work through her own consulting business, Regulate & Thrive Consulting
www.regulateandthrive.ca/about. Her work focuses on supporting families, educators, and healthcare
professionals in better understanding the needs of neurodivergent children and the gaps in current services.

She is currently collaborating with Developmental Pediatrician Dr. Ghita Wiebe on two exciting projects:

"A Provincial Neurodivergent Advocacy Partnership: Developing Responsive, Inclusive Care Systems Led by
Communities" which was recently awarded a SHRF Align Grant.

"From Waitlists to What Matters: Redesigning Autism Systems of Care with Families in Saskatchewan" This
proposed initiative focuses on transforming the autism care experience.

In addition to these research collaborations, she remains an active member of the Provincial Autism ECHO
HUB team, contributing her voice across multiple rounds of professional development programming. She also
participated in SHA Network 8’s Maturity Assessment meeting, working with a multidisciplinary team to
identify regional trends and improve local healthcare delivery.

Desirea is passionate about championing the collective strength and impact of patient and family partners.
She sends appreciation to physicians like Dr. Ghita Wiebe for amplifying the voices of those with lived
experience.

Creative works from the Pediatric Research Office — Daislyn Vidal’s new Children’s book has a
focus on healthy eating.

Daislyn Vidal, Clinical Research Coordinator and RareKids-CAN Clinical Navigator,
has written "Dedicated Daisy's Goals for Good Health," an entertaining and
educational book on healthy practices for children. In the book, we follow Daisy, a
small country girl who loves school and dreams of becoming a pianist, who asks
her parents for a pink piano as her birthday gift. Her mom, a healthcare worker,
wants Daisy to be dedicated to good health and so gives her a list of seven
challenging but healthy things to do before her birthday in order for her to get the
pink piano. How dedicated will Daisy have to be to complete this list? Will she be
able to achieve her goal before her birthday? Follow Daisy on her dedicated
journey to good health.

CLICK HERE to visit Amazon.ca where you can buy a copy of the book.



http://www.regulateandthrive.ca/about
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusask.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0b55a3c5bf3bc488daf65955e%26id%3Dcb5ef1975f%26e%3Dcbc0b5b4b5&data=05%7C02%7Ctova.dybvig%40usask.ca%7C381b07a418ee4367271308ddef2317b7%7C24ab6cd0487e47229bc3da9c4232776c%7C0%7C0%7C638929656207599638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xe6w7J8w%2BEDHKb%2BWhUQdDiqzg4YdMJ0%2BNL20Z2MSZik%3D&reserved=0

New Pediatric Trials in Saskatchewan

The Division of General Pediatrics was selected as a site for the CIHR funded trial entitled,

“National Implementation of Highly Efficient Evidence-Informed Treatment for Youth with
Eating Disorders”

PI: Dr. Ayisha Kurji
Col: Dr. Alison Mackland

The Division of Pediatric Hematology / Oncology was selected as the only Canadian site for the
Alexion Pharmaceuticals Inc trial entitled, “A Phase 3 Open-Label Study of Danicopan as Add-
on Treatment to Ravulizumab or Eculizumab in Pediatric Participants with Paroxysmal

Nocturnal Hemoglobinuria Who Have Clinically Significant Extravascular Hemolysis”
PI: Dr. Sarah Tehseen

Col: Dr. Katie Felton

Privacy Guidelines: Recruiting Patients for Research within the SHA

These guidelines apply to SHA-affiliated researchers, clinicians, and research personnel conducting studies
involving SHA patients or resources. External researchers working cand collaborating with SHA are also
required to follow them. The guidelines are designed to ensure that the recruitment of patients for research
within the Saskatchewan Health Authority (SHA) is conducted ethically, transparently, and in full compliance

with all applicable privacy legislation, including The Health Information Protection Act (HIPA), its Regulations
and SHA policies.

Guide-Academics-and-Learning-Privacy-Requirements-for-Research.pdf

Coming Events

Oct 2 Pediatric Grand Rounds — Dr. Indra Narang
Oct 17th SK-NEIHR First Nations and Métis Research Engagement Day
Oct 23 Pediatric Grand Rounds - Dr. Jonathan Norton
Oct 23 REACH Resident Research Day
Nov 13t Pediatric Grand Rounds - Dr. Gordon Broderick
Nov 27t Pediatric Grand Rounds - Dr. Kate Neufeld
Dec 4t Awesome Rounds - Dr. Mahli Brindamour, Dr. Ayisha Kurji, Dr. Janna Brusky, Dr. Daniel Au-
Yeung
Dec 18t Pediatric Grand Rounds - Dr. Hasan Merali
‘ IMPaCT Training Awards applications for the 2026-27 cohort
® are now being accepted!
m Training awards are available for:
I PaCT:« . Doctoral Students ($35,000)
linlpees oves 1os poranmes onosinics ot tos onfants e Post Doctoral Fellows ($50,000)
Increasing capacity for Maternal and Paediatric Clinical Trials ° Ear|y Career Researchers ($70,000)

What is an IMPaCT training award?
IMPaCT training awards facilitate participation in a 1-year immersive learning experience with assigned mentors

and deliverables. The IMPaCT program is designed to give you the skills and network to design, conduct, and
communicate about clinical trials with pregnant people and children (neonates through adolescents).

Applications will be accepted until 5pm CT on October 17, 2025. The application form and
additional award information can be viewed here.

For any questions regarding the application process or IMPaCT program, please contact IMPaCT
at impactrials@gmail.com

University of



https://www.prod.sha.drupal.ssk-health.vsfcloud.com/sites/default/files/2025-07/Guide-Academics-and-Learning-Privacy-Requirements-for-Research.pdf
https://usask-ca.zoom.us/j/93129423692?pwd=IWwy5cObXoJwbu7LhV1j4Vyoq9cBvy.1
https://usask-ca.zoom.us/j/93129423692?pwd=IWwy5cObXoJwbu7LhV1j4Vyoq9cBvy.1
https://medicine.usask.ca/events/2025/10/reach-resident-research-day.php
https://usask-ca.zoom.us/j/93129423692?pwd=IWwy5cObXoJwbu7LhV1j4Vyoq9cBvy.1
https://usask-ca.zoom.us/j/93129423692?pwd=IWwy5cObXoJwbu7LhV1j4Vyoq9cBvy.1
https://usask-ca.zoom.us/j/93129423692?pwd=IWwy5cObXoJwbu7LhV1j4Vyoq9cBvy.1
https://usask-ca.zoom.us/j/93129423692?pwd=IWwy5cObXoJwbu7LhV1j4Vyoq9cBvy.1
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.impactrials.ca%2Fawardinfo&data=05%7C02%7Ctova.dybvig%40usask.ca%7C6a9f3c5da63d48299f1e08ddea3e4d5c%7C24ab6cd0487e47229bc3da9c4232776c%7C0%7C0%7C638924275508127995%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uZyWGvGjpOLqWvAG%2BA3%2F3LJLPFwuj%2FSppSNsmzflsSI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:impactrials@gmail.com
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.impactrials.ca%2Fawardinfo&data=05%7C02%7Ctova.dybvig%40usask.ca%7C6a9f3c5da63d48299f1e08ddea3e4d5c%7C24ab6cd0487e47229bc3da9c4232776c%7C0%7C0%7C638924275508112476%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Lx5oaipSknp7buV9%2BpZu7g%2FnrZepX8Kn4HGFbZUoOLY%3D&reserved=0

Publications - July 2025 to Sept 2025

Pappin J, Hansen G, Holt T. Accidental Methadone
Toxicity in a 3-Year-Old Leading to Severe Cerebellitis
and Death: A Case Report. Case Rep Pediatr. 2025 Jul
10;2025:1045330. doi: 10.1155/crpe/1045330. PMID:
40686917; PMCID: PMC12271709.

Felton K, Lafay-Cousin L, Cheng S. Old Tools in a New
Era: The Continued Relevance of Chemotherapy in
Pediatric Neuro-Oncoloay. Current Oncology. 2025;
32(7):410. https://doi.org/10.3390/curroncol32070410

Tam J, Modler J, Bettinger JA, Burton C, Halperin SA,
Jadavji T, Kazmi K, Sadarangani M, Schober T, Tran D,
Morris SK, Papenburg J; Canadian Immunization
Monitoring Program Active (IMPACT)
Investigators. Influenza-Associated Mortality Among
Children in Canada from 2004 to 2022. J Pediatr. 2025
Jul;282:114594. doi: 10.1016/j.jpeds.2025.114594. Epub
2025 Apr 17. PMID: 40252962.

Khan MR, Boyes NG, Luchkanych AMS, Jurrissen TJ, Al-
Mouaiad Al-Azem I, Erlandson MC, Wright KD, Pockett
C, Olver TD, Tomczak CR. Evidence of intact resting but
exercise-induced vascular impairment in congenital heart
disease. Am J Physiol Regul Integr Comp Physiol. 2025
Jul 1;329(1):R170-R179. doi:
10.1152/ajpregu.00285.2024. Epub 2025 Jun 4. PMID:
40465514.

Brochon J, Lee T, Brophy J, Singer J, Metras ME, Comeau
], Tse-Chang A, McConnell A, Money D, Boucoiran I,
Sauve LJ, Bitnun A, Kakkar F. Postnatal prophylaxis and
the use of presumptive HIV therapy for the prevention of
vertical transmission of HIV in Canada 1997-2020. J Int
AIDS Soc. 2025 Jun;28(6):€26510. doi:
10.1002/jia2.26510. PMID: 40462501; PMCID:
PMC12134394.

Top KA, Bettinger JA, Embree JE, Jadavji T, Purewal R,
Sauvé L, Papenburg J, Deeks SL, Wilson SE, Dahdah N,
Sadarangani M, Halperin SA, Kakkar F, Morris SK;
IMPACT Investigators. Active Surveillance for
Myocarditis and Pericarditis in Canadian Children from
2021 to 2022: A Canadian Immunization Monitoring
Program ACTive Study. J Pediatr. 2025 Sep;284:114642.
doi: 10.1016/j.jpeds.2025.114642. Epub 2025 May 13.
PMID: 40373954.

Seshia S, Vicuna MP, Young GB, Mirsattari S. The
International League Against Epilepsy's Classification of
the Epilepsies Should Incorporate Multilobar Epilepsies.
Can J Neurol Sci. 2025 Jul 7:1-5. doi:
10.1017/¢jn.2025.10113. Epub

ahead of print. PMID: 40620165.
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Morris H. Scantlebury, Sabrina D’Alfonso, Fejiro Erome,
Juan Pablo Appendino, Alice Ho, Julia Jacobs, Adrian
L. Rabinowicz, Enrique Carrazana, Jeffrey Buchhalter,
Characterization of a real-world population with pediatric
epilepsy point-of-care standardized data collection as a
tool for healthcare gquality improvement and disparities
research in Canada, Epilepsy & Behavior, 2025
172:110684: ISSN 1525-5050,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.yebeh.2025.110684.

Alsayed A, Hakim Z, Merrikh D, Khanbabaei M, Kaur N,
Hader W, Soule T, Ashtiani S, Polanco-Tovar G,
Scantlebury M, Rahi H, Cao Y, Chan JA, Appendino JP,
Pfeffer G, Au PYB, Klein KM. Identification of a Second-
Hit Brain Somatic DEPDC5 Variant Supports Causality of a
DEPDC5 Germline Variant of Uncertain Significance. Time
for a Classification Update? Am J Med Genet A. 2025 Jul
31:e64204. doi: 10.1002/ajmg.a.64204. Epub ahead of
print. PMID: 40742146.

Huerta Albarran R, Weber A, Avilés Robles M,
Appendino JP. Chikungunya virus infection: A scoping
review highlighting pediatric systemic and neurologic
complications. Semin Pediatr Neurol. 2025 Jul;54:101213.
doi: 10.1016/j.spen.2025.101213. Epub 2025 Jun 26.
PMID: 40701690.

Sun R, Bakker A, Stevenson R, Wei XC, Woodward K,
Appendino JP. Successful Treatment of Pediatric
Neurosarcoidosis With Corticosteroids, Infliximab, and
Methotrexate. Pediatr Neurol. 2025 Sep;170:110-112.
doi: 10.1016/j.pediatrneurol.2025.06.024. Epub 2025 Jun
30. PMID: 40680458.

Crockett K, Dunn H, Dostie R, Diedrich-Closson K,
MclIntyre L, Quigley K, Sharpe K, Mendez I, Swidrovich J,
Johnson R, McKinney V, Holt T, Turner T, Bird K, Bowes
B, Custer C, Linklater K, Camden C, Lovo S. Developing
an Interprofessional Pediatric Rehabilitation Model of
Care in Northern Cree First Nation Communities: Protocol
for a Needs Assessment and Codeveloped Intervention
With a Qualitative and Participatory Action Approach.
JMIR Res Protoc. 2025 Sep 10;14:e69438. doi:
10.2196/69438. PMID: 40929724.

Freedman SB, Williamson-Urquhart S, Plint AC, Dixon A,
Beer D, Joubert G, Pechlivanoglou P, Finkelstein Y, Heath
A, Zhang JZ, Wallace A, Offringa M, Klassen TP;
Pediatric Emergency Research Canada Innovative Clinical
Trials Study Group. Multidose Ondansetron after
Emergency Visits in Children with Gastroenteritis. N Engl
J Med. 2025 Jul 17;393(3):255-266. doi:
10.1056/NEJM0a2503596. PMID: 40673584.

Check out the_Department of Pediatrics Google Scholar
Page. There, you can find publications from all faculty
and trainees in the department
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