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Researchers funded by one of the Tri-Agencies (Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council, and Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council) must comply with the 
Tri-Agency Open Access policy, which states that within 12 months of publication, any peer-reviewed journal 
articles based on that Agency-supported research must be made freely available.  The policy does not apply to 
book chapters, editorials, reviews, or conference proceedings.  The policy is in effect for grants awarded by 
CIHR on or after January 1, 2008 and for grants awarded by NSERC and SSHRC on or after May 1, 2015.  

There are 3 different ways to comply with the open access policy:
1. Publish in an open access journal; this may mean that the author will need to pay article processing fees to 
the journal.  See “Paying OA Fees” on http://libguides.usask.ca/c.php?g=16375&p=90315 for information on 
institutional assistance to authors paying these fees.  
2. Publish in a traditional journal that allows authors to choose to make their article open access; the authors 
will need to pay an article processing fee.
3. Post the article in an institutional or subject repository.

Not all journals will permit authors to post their post-peer-reviewed article in an institutional or subject re-
pository within the 12-month period.  SHERPA Romeo http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php provides 
information on what is allowed, and within what time period.  

The U of S does not have an institutional repository, but the University of Calgary, University of Alberta, and 
University of Toronto repositories will all accept articles from researchers working elsewhere in Canada:  
http://www.carl-abrc.ca/en/scholarly-communications/canadian-ir-repositories/adoptive-repositories.html

Researchers may also deposit their articles in PubMed Central Canada, and in fact, CIHR encourages this:  
http://www.science.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=A30EBB24-1#wsDF2EE930

There is more information on this topic at http://libguides.usask.ca/c.php?g=16375&p=90315.  

Contact Erin Watson, Clinical Medicine liaison librarian (966-7327; e.watson@usask.ca) if you have questions.
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